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Couverture : 

 
La couverture représente la table classique dessinée par Heinrich Dressel pour le Corpus 
Inscriptionum Latinarum, vol. XV, imprimé à Berlin en 1899. Cette table décrit les types et 
leur période de diffusion : les études ultérieures ont modifié ensuite les premières 
hypothèses de Dressel.  
 

La table couvre essentiellement les amphores romaines. 

ê lô®poque de sa r®alisation, relativement peu dôamphores étaient connues et pouvaient être 
datées. Depuis, des quantités importantes en ont été trouvées sur les fonds marins. 

La ñtable de Dresselò constitue cependant la r®f®rence et la base de toutes les ®tudes qui ont 
suivi sur les amphores employées pour le transport de denrées, et notamment pour les 
classifications complétées par exemple par Nino Lamboglia and Ricardo Pascual. 

 
 

Description originale de Heinrich Dressel : 
 
Dressel 1à 6 : amphores à vin 
Dressel 1 : amphore romaine à vin, 129 av. J.C. à 13 après J.C. 
Dressel 2 : amphore romaine à vin, 16 av. J.C. à 29 après J.C. 
Dressel 3 : amphore romaine à vin, 28 à 146 après J.C. 
Dressel 4 : amphore romaine à vin, 4 av. J.C. à 24 après J.C. 
Dressel 5 : amphore romaine à vin, 12 av. J.C. - holotype 
Dressel 6 : amphore romaine à vin, 36 après J.C. - holotype 
Dressel 7, 8, 9, 10, 11: amphores pour poisson salé bétique (hispanique). 
Dressel 8 : 1er siècle av.J.C. 
Dressel 12 : amphore pour poisson salé bétique (Andalousie) 
Dressel 13, 14, 15 : amphores pour poisson salé bétique  
Dressel 20 : amphore à huile, bétique, IIè et IIIè siècle après J.C. 
Dressel 26, 27 : IIIè siècle après J.C. et suivants 

 
Toutes les autres formes sont plus tardives, et nôont pas ®t® catalogu®es par Dressel 
 
Les noms des formes se réfèrent soit à leur origine, soit au nom du découvreur, soit au site de 
découverte. 

 
Heinrich Dressel 
1845 - 1920 
1878 Professeur ¨ lôinstitut arch®ologique de Rome 
1898 Directeur de la collection antique du cabinet numismatique de Berlin. 
Domaines dôactivit® : épigraphie, numismatique. 
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Roman production ï Italy 

       

Dressel 1A 
ORIGIN: Middle Tyrrhenian coast of Italy. 
DIMENSIONS: 100 to 120cm high, 30cm 
wide. DIFFUSION: diffused in large 
amounts in Western Mediterranean, Middle 
and Northern Europe from the second half 
of II to the end of I Century B.C. CONTENT: 
wine. 

     
Dressel 1B     
ORIGIN: Middle Tyrrhenian coast of Italy. 
DIMENSIONS: 100 to 120cm high, 30cm 
wide. DIFFUSION: diffused in large amounts 
in Western Mediterranean, Middle and 
Northern Europe from the second half of II to 
the end of I Century B.C. CONTENT: wine. 

 
Dressel 1C  
ORIGIN: Middle Tyrrhenian coast of Italy. 
DIMENSIONS: 100 to 120cm high, 30cm 
wide. DIFFUSION: diffused in large 
amounts in Western Mediterranean, Middle 
and Northern Europe from the second half 
of II to the end of I Century B.C. CONTENT: 
wine. 

       
Dressel 2-4 
An evolution of the Dressel 1 type, the 
Dressel 2-4 was produced also in Betica 
(modern Catalunia). ORIGIN: Middle 
Tyrrhenian coast of Italy. DIMENSIONS: 85 to 
100cm high, 30cm wide. DIFFUSION: Italy 
and Western Mediterranean from the second 
half of I Century B.C. to the end of I Century 
A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

          

 
Dressel 6A     
ORIGIN: Adriatic coast of Italy. 
DIMENSIONS: 80 to 95cm high, 35cm 
wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean, 
particularly in Eastern regions, Northern 
Italy, Middle and Eastern Europe during the 
I Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

 
 
Dressel 6B 
Squatter then the Dressel 6A type, with 
shorter neck. ORIGIN: Adriatic coast of Italy. 
DIMENSIONS: 85cm high, 35-40cm wide. 
DIFFUSION: Mediterranean, Northern Italy, 
Middle and Eastern Europe during the I 
Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 
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Funnel-neck    
Closely related to the Dressel 6B type. 
ORIGIN: Adriatic coast of Italy. 
DIMENSIONS: 90cm high, 35-40cm wide. 
DIFFUSION: Northern Italy, Middle Europe 
during the I Century A.D. CONTENT: 
unknown (olive oil, wine?). 

        
Late Greek-Italic 
ORIGIN: Middle tyrrhenian coasts of Italy. 
DIMENSIONS: 80 to 90cm high, 30cm wide. 
DIFFUSION: Italy and Western Mediterranean 
from the end of III to the first half of II Century 
B.C. CONTENT: wine. 

 
 
Lamboglia 2     
ORIGIN: Adriatic coast of Italy. 
DIMENSIONS: 85 to 95cm high, 35cm 
wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean, 
particularly in Eastern regions, from the end 
of  II to the end of I Century B.C. 
CONTENT: olive oil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Apulian 
A family of amphorae related to the Late 
Greek-Italic type. ORIGIN: South-Eastern 
Italy. DIMENSIONS: 80 to 90cm high, 35 to 
40cm wide. Diffusion: Southern Italy, Adriatic, 
from the III Century B.C. to the I Century A.D. 
CONTENT: olive oil, wine: wine. 

MRCA 

 
MID ROMAN CAMPANIAN - AMPHORAS 

IIIème siècle 
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Brindisi     
ORIGIN: Middle and Southern Adriatic 
coast of Italy. DIMENSIONS: 75 to 85cm 
high, 40cm wide. DIFFUSION: 
Mediterranean, particularly in Eastern 
regions, from the end of  II to the end of I 
Century B.C. CONTENT: olive oil. 

           

 
Brindisi-like  
A family of amphorae related to the standard 
Brindisi type. ORIGIN: Middle and Southern 
Adriatic coast of Italy. DIMENSIONS: 70 to 
90cm high, 35-40cm wide. DIFFUSION: 
Northern Italy and Middle Europe, around I 
Century B.C. CONTENT: olive oil. 
 

       
Dressel 21-22 
ORIGIN: Naples. DIMENSIONS: 90cm 
high, 30cm wide. DIFFUSION: Tyrrhenian 
coasts, during the I Century B.C. 
CONTENT: fruit (apples, cherries, plums). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Pompei VI 
ORIGIN: Southern Italy. DIMENSIONS: 85cm 
high, 30cm wide. DIFFUSION: Italy, during the 
I Century B.C. CONTENT: wine 
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Richborough 527     
ORIGIN: Aeolian Islands. DIMENSIONS: 90 
to 115cm high, 30cm wide. DIFFUSION: 
Italy, Middle and Northern Europe during 
the I Century A.D., Middle and Southern 
Italy from II to IV Century A.C. CONTENT: 
alum. 

       

 
Forlimpopoli   - Ostia 1, Dressel 29 
ORIGIN: Northern Adriatic. DIMENSIONS: 65 
to 75cm high, 35cm wide. DIFFUSION: Rome 
and Mediterranean from the end of  the I 
Century B.C. to the first half of III Century A.D. 
CONTENT: wine.wine. 

  

     
 
Keay LII     
ORIGIN: Calabria and Sicily. 
DIMENSIONS: 40 to 50cm high, 20 to 
25cm wide. DIFFUSION: Italy, Sicily, 
Sardinia, Narbonese, Tarraconese (modern 
Catalunia) Betica from IV to VIII Century 
A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

 

 



 

- 10 - 

 

  Roman production ï Narbonese (Gallia, Southern France) 
 

On trouve dans la province romaine de Narbonnaise (Provence et Languedoc actuels) de nombreuses 
amphores dôorigines diverses : amphore romaines d'italie, Etrurie, Tarraconaise et Bétique.  
Certaines formes ont ®t® produites en Narbonnaises avec quelques variantes, dôautres sont dites plus 
spécifiquement « marseillaises ».  

 

 
 
Dressel 1 gauloise  
(variante de la production romaine). 
Hérault, Vaucluse, Ardèche 

 

 

 
 
Dressel 2/4 gauloise 
Une amphore produite sous de nombreuses 
versions en Bétique, dans de nombreux ateliers 
de Narbonnaise, et également en Gaule 
Lyonnaise (Indre-et-Loire, Yonne, Maine-et-Loire 
etc.). Fin Ier s. ap. J.-C. 
 

 

 
Dressel 14 gauloise  
(variante, voir aussi Bétique) 
Fréjus (83), Ier s. ap. J.-C. 

 

 

 
Dressel 7/11 gauloise  
(variante, voir aussi Bétique) 
Ouches-du-Rhône, Ier et IIe s. ap. J.-C. 
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Dressel 16  gauloise 
 

90 à 110cm de hauteur, 65cm de diamètre,  
Modèle courant à la fin du 1

er
 siècle et au début du 

2e (transport de poisson).
 
 

Des variantes ont été produites dans le Var  
jusquôen Angleterre actuelle 

 

 

    
Gauloise 1 (Gallica 1) 
50 à 55cm de hauteur, 30cm de largeur.  
Gard et Aude, du 1

er
 au 3e siècle (transport de 

vin).
  

 
Variante B - Bouches-du-Rhône, Ier - IIe s. ap. J.-C. 

 

    

 
 
Gauloise 2 (Gallica 2) 
50 à 55cm de hauteur, 25cm de largeur. 
Méditerranée, fin du 1er av.J.-C. au début du 2e 
siècle ap. (transport de vin). 
Origine : Gard, Vaucluse, également Chartres (28)  

 

 
 
Gauloise 3 (Gallica 3) 
50 à 55cm de hauteur, 30cm de largeur. 
Méditerranée, 1er siècle ap.J.-C. (transport de 
vin). 
Origine : Hérault  

 

 
Gauloise 4 (Gallica 4, ou Pélichet 47) 
60 à 65cm de hauteur, 40cm de largeur. 
Méditerranée et Europe, 1er au 3

e
 siècle ap.J.-C. 

(transport de vin ou grains). 
Produite dans toute la Narbonnaise   

 

 
 

 
Gauloise 5 (Gallica 5) 
 
50cm de hauteur, 30cm de largeur. Méditerranée, 
fin du 1er av.J.-C. au 2e siècle ap. (transport de 
vin). 
 

Origine : Var, Bouches-du-Rhône, Vaucluse  
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Gauloise 6 (Gallica 6) 
Origine : Cannes, Ier - IIIe s. ap. J.-C. 

 

 

 
 
Gauloise 7 (Gallica 7) 
Origine : Velaux (13),  Ier et IIe s. ap. J.-C. 

 

 

 
Gauloise 8 (Gallica 8) 
Origine : Gard , période augustéenne (fin Ier s. av. 
J.-C. - début Ier s. ap. J.-C.) 
 

 

 
 
Gauloise 10 (Gallica 10) 
Origine : Var, Vaucluse 

 

 
 

Gauloise 11 (Gallica 11) 
Origine : Mandelieu (06),  Ier s. ap. J.-C. 

 

 

 
 

Pascual 1 gauloise (voir aussi Tarraconaise) 
Hérault, Tarn, Vaucluse, Période augustéenne 
(fin Ier s. av. J.-C. - début Ier s. ap. J.-C.) 
Egalement produite à Rennes (35) 

 

 

     
Fréjus Lenzbourg     
70 à 75cm de hauteur, 40 cm de largeur. Diffusée en Méditerranée et en Europe à la fin du 1

er
 siècle et 

au début du 2e (transport de poisson).
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Marseillaise production (modern Marseille) 

   
Marseillaise 1     
ORIGIN: Massalia (modern Marseille). 
DIMENSIONS: 45 to 52cm high, 35cm wide. 
DIFFUSION: Western Mediterranean, Narbonese 
(modern Southern France) during the second half 
of VI Century B.C. CONTENT: wine. 

     
Marseillaise 2     
ORIGIN: Massalia. DIMENSIONS: 36cm high, 
30cm wide. DIFFUSION: Western Mediterranean, 
Narbonese from the end of VI to the beginning of 
IV Century B.C. CONTENT: wine. 

     
Marseillaise 3     
ORIGIN: Massalia. DIMENSIONS: 51 to 55cm 
high, 40cm wide. DIFFUSION: Western 
Mediterranean, Narbonese during IV Century B.C. 
CONTENT: wine. 

 
Marseillaise 4     
ORIGIN: Massalia. DIMENSIONS: 55 to 62cm 
high, 35cm wide. DIFFUSION: Western 
Mediterranean, Narbonese from the end of V to III 
Century B.C. CONTENT: wine. 

 
Marseillaise 5     
ORIGIN: Massalia. DIMENSIONS: 60cm high, 
35cm wide. DIFFUSION: Western Mediterranean, 
Narbonese from the second half of III to II Century 
B.C. CONTENT: wine. 

 
Ionio Massaliète 
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Roman production - Tarraconese (Catalunia) 

       

 
  
Pascual 1     
ORIGIN: Tarraconese. DIMENSIONS: 95 to 
110cm high, 30 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Middle 
Europe, Narbonese (modern Southern France), 
Britannia, Rome, Carthago, from the second half 
of the I Century B.C. to the first half of the I 
Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Laetana 1     
ORIGIN: Tarraconese. DIMENSIONS: 70 to 80cm 
high, 35 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Narbonese 
(modern Southern France) from the second half of 
the I Century B.C. to the first half of the I Century 
A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

 

Oberaden 74     
ORIGIN: Tarraconese. DIMENSIONS: 55 to 65cm 
high, 40 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Middle Europe, 
Narbonese (modern Southern France), Rome, 
from the second half of the I Century B.C. to the 
first half of the I Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 
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Roman production - Betica (Andalusia) 

       
Dressel 2-4 
The Dressel 2-4 type was produced also on the 
Tyrrhenian coasts of Italy. ORIGIN: Betica. 
DIMENSIONS: 85 to 100cm high, 30cm wide. 
DIFFUSION: Italy and Western Mediterranean 
from the second half of I Century B.C. to the end 
of I Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

 

          
Dressel 14                          14A 

 
ORIGIN: Betica. DIMENSIONS: 100 to 110cm 
high, 30cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean, 
from the first half of the I Century B.C. to the end 
of the I Century A.D. CONTENT: fish preserves. 

         

             

 
Dressel 7-11    
ORIGIN: Betica. DIMENSIONS: 85 to 90cm high, 
30 to 35cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean, 
from the end of the I Century B.C. to the end of 
the I Century A.D. CONTENT: fish preserves. 

 

         
 
Dressel 17     
ORIGIN: Betica. DIMENSIONS: 110 to 130cm 
high, 25cm wide. DIFFUSION: Western 
Mediterranean and Middle Europe from the first 
half of the I to the end of the II Century A.D. 
CONTENT: fish preserves. 

       
 
Dressel 20     
ORIGIN: Betica. DIMENSIONS: 75cm high, 55 to 
65cm wide. DIFFUSION: Western Mediterranean, 
from the first half of the I to the end of the III 
Century A.C. CONTENT: olive oil. 

 
 



 

- 16 - 

       
 
Dressel 23     
ORIGIN: Betica. DIMENSIONS: 55 to 60cm high, 
35cm wide. DIFFUSION: Western Mediterranean, 
from III to IV Century A.D. CONTENT:  onions, 
olive oil. 

       
 
Dressel 28     
ORIGIN: Betica. DIMENSIONS: 55cm high, 40cm 
wide. DIFFUSION: Western Mediterranean, from 
the first half of the I to the end of the II Century 
A.D. CONTENT: fish preserves, wine. 

             

 
Dressel 38  (Beltràn IIA)  
ORIGIN: Betica. DIMENSIONS: 90 to 100cm high, 
30 to 35cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean, 
from the first half of the I to the end of the II 
Century A.D. CONTENT: fish preserves. 

       
 
Beltràn IIB   (Camulodunum 186A et C) 
ORIGIN: Betica. DIMENSIONS: 100 to 110cm 
high, 35cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean, 
from the first half of the I to the first half of the II 
Century A.D. CONTENT: fish preserves. 

 

     
 

Pompei VII     
ORIGIN: Betica. DIMENSIONS: 80 to 90cm high, 
30 to 35cm wide. DIFFUSION: Western 
Mediterranean and Middle Europe from the 
second half of the I to the end of the II Century 
A.D. CONTENT: fish preserves. 

     
Haltern 70     
ORIGIN: Betica. DIMENSIONS: 70 to 90cm high, 
30 to 35cm wide. DIFFUSION: Western 
Mediterranean from the second half of the I 
Century B.C. to the second half of the I Century 
A.D. CONTENT: defrutum (sweet boiled must). 
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Roman production - Lusitania (Portugal) 

       

 
Beltràn 72     
ORIGIN: Lusitania. DIMENSIONS: 60 to 70cm 
high, 20 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Western 
Mediterranean from III to V Century A.D. 
CONTENT: fish preserves. 

     

 
Almagro 50  (Keay XVI-XXII / Lusitana II)  
ORIGIN: Lusitania. DIMENSIONS: 90 to 100cm 
high, 25 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean 
from III to V Century A.D. CONTENT: fish 
preserves. 

            
 
Almagro 51A-B  (Keay XIX / Beltràn 52 / 
Lusitana III) 
ORIGIN: Lusitania. DIMENSIONS: 70 to 90cm 
high, 25 to 35 cm wide. DIFFUSION: 
Mediterranean from the end of III to the first half of 
V Century A.D. CONTENT: fish preserves. 

       
 
Almagro 51C  (Keay XXIII / Lusitana IV)  
ORIGIN: Lusitania. DIMENSIONS: 65 to 70cm 
high, 35 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean 
from III to the first half of V Century A.D. 
CONTENT: fish preserves. 
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Roman production - Greek Islands and Asia Minor (Turkey) 

     
 
Agorà M54     
ORIGIN: Cilicia (modern Southern Turkey). 
DIMENSIONS: 75 to 85cm high, 30 cm wide. 
DIFFUSION: Mediterranean from I to III Century 
A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

          

 
Late Roman 1  - Keay LIII     
ORIGIN: Cilicia (modern Southern Turkey), Syria, 
Rhodes Island, Cyprus Island. DIMENSIONS: 
50cm high, 25 cm wide. DIFFUSION: 
Mediterranean, Black Sea from V to VII Century 
A.D. CONTENT: olive oil, wine. 

        

       

 

      
Late Roman 2   - Yassiada 7 ïKeay LXV  
ORIGIN: Chios Island. DIMENSIONS: 45 to 55cm 
high, 40 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean, 
Black Sea from IV to VII Century A.D. CONTENT: 
wine.land. wine. 

 

        

 

 
Late Roman 3 ï Athenian Agora 
ORIGIN: Aegean Sea. DIMENSIONS: 70 to 85cm 
high (?) 30cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean, 
Black Sea from IV to VI Century A.D. CONTENT: 
wine (?). 
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Agorà G197  (Cretese 1) 
ORIGIN: Crete Island. DIMENSIONS: 60 to 65cm 
high, 30 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Middle 
Mediterranean from I to IV Century A.D. 
CONTENT: wine. 

        

 
Agorà K109    
ORIGIN: Aegean Sea. DIMENSIONS: 60 to 65cm 
high, 30cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean 
from III to IV Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

         
 
Late Rhodian  (Camulodunum 184)  
ORIGIN: Rhodes Island. DIMENSIONS: 80 to 
90cm high, 35 cm wide. DIFFUSION: 
Mediterranean from the end of the I to the 
beginning of II Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

       
Dressel 43  (Cretese 4)  
ORIGIN: Crete Island. DIMENSIONS: 60 to 65cm 
high 25 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean 
from I to II Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

     
Kapitan I     
ORIGIN: Aegean Sea. DIMENSIONS: 85 to 
110cm high, 30 to 35cm wide. DIFFUSION: 
Mediterranean from II to IV Century A.D. 
CONTENT: wine. 

     
Kapitan II     
ORIGIN: Aegean Sea. DIMENSIONS: 70 to 75cm 
high, 25 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean, 
Northern and Eastern Europe from the end of II to 
IV Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 
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         Roman production - Eastern Mediterranean 

     
 
Egloff 172     
ORIGIN: Egypt. DIMENSIONS: 90cm high, 30 cm 
wide. DIFFUSION: Alexandria, Rome, Carthago 
from IV to the first half of V Century A.D. 
CONTENT: wine. 

       

  
Late Roman 4- Gaza-Amphora Keay LIV 
Almagro 54 
ORIGIN: Southern Palestine. DIMENSIONS: 60 to 
80cm high, 30 cm wide. DIFFUSION: 
Mediterranean, Black Sea, Eastern Europe from 
IV to VI Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

                

                  
Late Roman 5-6     
The design and the sculpture remainds to traditional junk baskets. ORIGIN: Northern Palestine. 
DIMENSIONS: 40 to 45cm high, 30 to 35cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean from V to VII Century 
A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

 

                
Late Roman 7     

ORIGIN: Northern Egypt. DIMENSIONS: 60 to 65cm high, 20 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean 
from V to VII Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 
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Egypte (sans précision supplémentaire) 

 

                     
Biconical amphorae     

ORIGIN: Northern Egypt. DIMENSIONS: 100 to 130cm high, 30 cm wide. DIFFUSION: Mediterranean 
from I to IV Century A.D. CONTENT: wine. 

 




